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Extract from 
CHANGING MAICHURIA 
by MATSUOKA, Yosuke. po. 223-229 
Published 1931. 
MANCHURIA AND MONGOLIA ARE OUR COUNTRY'S LIFE LINE. 
Lie 


"In discussing the MAINCHURIA and MONGOLIA problem, we must first grasp 
a clear idea of MAINCHURIA and MONGOLIA. 


"Primarily, it is not a result of ageression that our country estabd- 
lished an unshakable influence in MANCHUR1A and MONGOLIA. The outbreak of 
the Sino-Japanese War was unavoidable because CKINA menaced the independ- 
ence of KOREA, which is closely connected with our country. And the Russo- 
Japanese War was inevitable because of RUSSIA swooping down southward like 
a zreat tide to threaten the existence of our country. As a result, the 
advantageous conclusion of the war situation gave our country the succoss- 
jon of RUSSIA's rights in MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA as a part of her reparation. 


"People often speak of the special rights and interests in MANCHURIA 
and MONGOLIA, but as to what thoy actually mean, people all have different 
opinions and all are vague. In my opinion, however, the rights and interests 
originated not from a theory but from the practical problem of it being 
impossible to entrust these to CHINA if we expect to secure our national 
defense. We can obviously see this in the Russo-Japanese War, and, further- 
more, the subsequent situations both in CHINA and RUSSIA may be taken as a 
definite illustration thereof. ° 


"Since then, our country has made every effort to develop MANCHURIA 
and MONGOLIA. The investment in the Manchurian Railway and others has 
already amounted to almost = 1,700,000,000 in total. At present, the 
Manchurian and Mongolian problem has ziven birth to various questions all 
over the world which merely goes to show that our country has mainly 
develoved MAICHURIA and MONGOLIA and its real worth has been recognized 
universally. 


"The Chinese may have something to say but if they carefully consider 
JAPAN's relation with MANCHURIA anc MONGOLIA, it is ridiculous that they 
should ever try to exvel our country by blindly believing our country to 
be one of those that unjustly impair national prestige. Chinese who have 
any understanding should be able to realize this mistake. It is due only 
to the stimulus created by the development accomplished by our country 
that CHINA has come to pay attention to MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA. 
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"inwovor the position of present MANCHURIa and MONGOLIA is indispens- 
able to the economic existence of « vercdo an woll as it being of vital 
importance to our national defonse. in rather words, when wo consider it 
from a practical point of vicw, VAUGHURIA aad MONGOLIA are JAPAN's life- 
lino not only for the sake of 2ur national dofensu but ales for our 
economy. Bvory nation has a life-line that holcs the key to its existence. 
Ao GIBRALTER and MAITA are t- GREAT BRITAIN, and the CARIBERAN SEA to 
AMERICA, there dofinitely is an imoortant point from which it is impossible 
to retreat if the nation exvects 9 oxteb. I wae roforring to this point 
when I, in the last Dict gesaion, spoxe oF the Manchurian and Mongolian 
policies and especially the life-linc... . ind, I bolieve the people 
should grasp this point! Tn fact that 200.000 follow countrymen are 
residing there and tho existvnce of the Manchurian Railway is not, from 
JAPAN's standpoint, the whole of tho Manchurian and Mongolian oroolon. 

Tho seid facts aro, of curse, important mattors, but thoy are only 
mattors whic! give furthor importance to the problen. 


"Whon we Obrorve the present antornational relations and also the 
economic lifo of our country, wo find that there is no change in the 
fundamental fact that MAUCHURIA and MONGOLIA are aroas nf close connection 
with our country, even if there woro no Japancso nor investments nor any 
historical relativas of which we all know. In short, thoy aro what I'vo 
boon strossing, tho lifo-lino of sur country. When we think of tho 
historical relations ontablished with the blord of our brothers, anc %f 
all tho Japanese people ovor thero, and of the great sum of invostmont, 
4t is cloar that wo need not concede to any country nor to any oorson in 
securing and dofending the areas that are tho vory life-line of our country." 


If. 


"Among the Chinese thers aro those who feel discontonted over JAPAIN's 
dovolopment in MAICHURLA and MONGOLIA, but no one in EUROPE or AMERICA is 
protosting against JAPAN's rightful dovelopmont, which goos to prove that 
evory country excopt CHINA approves °f it. As for the Amorican attitude 
in question, it is not exaggerating to say that thore is no madcap who 
thinks of | war with our country in connoction with the Manchurian and 
Mongolian problom as pooplo mistake. 


“An Englisn proverd sys "Mind your own business." This moans in 
our country, "Drive away the fly on your hoad," and shows most adoquatcly 
a phaso of tho American characteristic. If we frankly toll the Americans 
that thoy have nothing to do with what wo may do in MANCHURIA and MONGOLI 
and that thoy should not say unnecessary thinss and "instead should do 
woll what thoy're suoposed to ao." the Amoricans aro peoplo who understand 
89 they'll mind their own business. 


Nxowover, I am not saying that we should do as wo pleaso in MANTCEURIA 
ana MOUGOLIA. What I moan is that 60 long as wo do the rightful things, 
thore is no necessity for JAPAN to dofer to AMERICA and othors and also it 
will be that which they'll be ablo to understand. It gocs without saying 
that in devolopine MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA wo must tako 30,000,000 Chinese 
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into consideration. We rust make thom undorstand at all cost and prococd 
on our way by acting in concert and cooperating with thom. I am ono of 
thoso that have for many years worked at tho vory front in both MANCHURIA 
and MONGOLIA and aro doing thoir bess to ronlizo tho said purpose. I 
bolievo that tho Chinoso havo the best undoratanding of my vicws. 


"In viowing the Manchurian and Mongolian policioes of tho prosont 
Cabinet, howover, it is vory rogrottablo that it, in Manchurian and 
liongolia and in the problems thoreof, asnunos A hosltating attitude as 
if afraid of someone in spite of the fact that MANCAURIA and MONGOLIA 
stind on such points with our ccuntry as havo boon said. Up to the 
prosont day, our country, more or Less, has assumcd a rathor reservod 
attitude. Still, our diplomacy in MANCHURTA and MONGOLIA is almost boing 
overawod by the will powor of othors. It is my very opinion that all wo 
do will be unsuccesrful, unless this inactive diplomacy is changed into 
something active. But, in eaying this, I don't moan t- tako drastic 
measures. Those who uso brutal force aro cowards. 


"It¢ is natural, of courso, that we who are not gods will havo, at 
times, failuros in our administration of MANCFYURIA and MONGOLIA. Sono 
of our countrynon out thore are elononts that we cannot bo proud of and 
there are points that we should reconnidor. But tho biggont cause of the 
recont standstill in the JAPAN-CHINA relationship is this passive 
diplomacy. Thorefore, unless this point is reostablishod, the standstill 
will nover be brokon evon with all tho artitices and devices. In relation 
to this point, I spoke in the last Diot sossion and als® sevoral times to 
Baron SHIDEEARA whom I rospect as » aonior. For the sake of the nation, 
I sincercl: wish thet he'd reconsider as soon as possiblo. This is tho 
only key that will opon » way to the standstill of the Manchurian and 
Mongolian probdlom. In saying 80, however, 1 do not mean to menace the 
Chineso at once. I, having associatod with the Chineso for 27 years, do 
not fall behind others in understanding thom or in wishing to increaso 
their interests. Say, for instanco, it was 1, it scons, that introduced 
for tho first time among our nationals tho auostions concorning tho 
abv lition of extraterritorial juriediction and incroxse of custous income 
in CHINA. This, together with my viows and attitudo towards CHINA is, 

I deliovo, that which will bo bost understood by intelligont Chincso." 


up Ge 


"Noxt, tho other important point our veoolo should havo a clear idea 
of is the development and stabilization of tho Eavtorn Throo Provinces-— 
at present tho North Zastorn Four Provinces (including JEXOL Province) 
and EASTERN INNER MONCGOLIA---which I heave stresned for many yoars as being 
tho conclusion to tho study of the Manchurian and Mongolian problea. I 
believe the foregoing is tho key to the real and final settlement of tho 
CHINA problem. This is our minimum clain in insisting our right to oxist 
fror the viewpoint of national defence and oconomics. In other worde, the 
vory safety of JAPAY rosts on the foregoing. Morcovor, whon I think of 
the future of the Korean problem, I am also convinced that its roal 
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solution consists in that of the Eastern Throo Provinces and tho Eastern 
Innor Mongolian probloms. Under such viows, I an in tho bolief that tho 
said problems will consequently come to decide the whole situation in 
tho For East, and what ic callod the Manchurian and Monrolian problom is 
the key holding tho solution ovor tho wholo situation in the Far East. 


“7 will go a step further and oxpross ny 4idonl which I an convincod 
of as follows: tho solid Oriental civilizntion that opposes the plane 
Occidental one is the very symbol of ovorlarting prospority for tho wholo 
of humanity. And, moreover, both tho Japanose anc. the Chinese peoplo are 
charged with the great mission to reconstruct thic solid Oriontal 
civilization, and to grant its special favor tc all tho hunen races in 
the world, and to proroto thoir wolfare, Furthor, it is in the vory arca 
of MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA whoro it exalts its glory. 


"Tho foregoing nicht be takon as a Utopian droar. But, in relation 
to this point, I havo studied tho Manchurian and Mongolian histories, 
havo fairly studied, superficinlly loarnod as I an, their practical 
rolations with the YAMATO raco, have thought of tho latitude, climate, 
natural foaturos, etc. of both MANCHURIA and MOFGOLIA and also havo 
inquired into the historical facts concorning civilization of tho world, 
And, ac 2 result, I have passed such crastic conclusion as montioned 
above which I consider as the final anc highost object concorning 
MANCHURIA and MONGOLTA. I hopo that our poopie, in considoring tho 
Manchurian and Monzolian problon, will fully roalizo this as boing the 
koy to tho solution of the whole situation an tho Far Zast, and, at tho 
sane timo, think of the eforemontionod ideal. Tho fornor is within tho 
sphore of practical politics and tho latter is a sort of an ideal. Wo 
should explicate our attitude towards MANCHURIA and MONCOLIA on tho plat- 
forn of tho two montionod above, and co our utmost to carry our firy 
clains based on tho aforomentioned boliof. 


Tho essence of diplomacy does not lie neroly in tho transacting of 
usual daily international affairs. an affair board would bo sufficicnt 
to handlo such affairs. Thero would be no roaeon to havo a largo Foreign 
Offico. Diplowacy in the truco sonso should bo that which will endeavor 
to clarify the significance of such problems as the Manchurian and. 
Mong?lian problem which is most important and vital to our country, and 
ostabligh fundamental policies thereoabout, lotting our people know of the 
gonl thoy should advanco towards, and also t% adapt tho whole world 
situation t> our national policy." 


(p09, 223-229) 


